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THE  ORDER  OF  THE  TEMPLE. 


THE  Order  of  the  Temple  or  "  Poor  Fellow 
Soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ"  was  founded  about 
1118  by  Hugh  de  Payens,  the  first  Master, 
Geoffrey  de  St.  Omer  and  seven  other  Knights 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  protection  to  pilgrims 
on  their  way  to  the  Holy  City.  They  were 
bound  by  the  vows  of  Poverty,  Chastity  and 
Obedience,  and  very  real  was  their  poverty  in 
those  days,  for  tradition  tells  us  that  Hugh  de 
Payens  and  his  friend  Geoffroy  de  St.  Omer 
owned  only  one  horse  between  them,  which 
circumstance  is  alluded  to  in  the  seal  of  the 
Temple,  which  shows  two  Knights  on  one  horse. 
The  Order  grew  rapidly  but  had  no  Church  or 
settled  habitation  until  Baldwin  IT,  King  of 
Jerusalem,  gave  them  the  ancient  Church  of  our 
Lady  within  the  Temple  enclosure,  originally 
built  by  the  Emperor  Justinian,  and  called  by 
the  Moslems  Djame  al  Acusa.  The  Mosque  of 
Omar,  erected  on  the  site  of  the  Hebrew  Temple, 
was  at  that  time  a  Christian  Church  known  as 
the  "  Temple  of  the  Lord,"  and  the  Canons  of 
this  Church  also  ceded  to  the  Templars  the 
Court  between  it,  and  the  D'jame  al  Acusa. 
In  1128  Hugh  de  Payens  and  some  of  his 
Knights  attended  the  Council  of  Troyes,  at 
which  the  famous  Abbot  of  Clairvaux, 


St.  Bernard,  was  present.  St.  Bernard  is  said  to 
have  given  them  their  "Rule,"  and  this  state- 
ment is  accepted  by  Addison  in  his  "  History  of 
the  Knights  Templar  "  ;  but  is  doubted  by  some 
other  authorities,  notably  by  our  Brother  Waite 
who  considers  the  evidence  insufficient.  At  any 
rate  St.  Bernard,  in  his  discourse,  "  In  praise  of 
the  New  Chivalry,"  speaks  with  the  greatest 
admiration  of  the  Order  and  the  piety  and 
valour  of  the  Knights.  The  white  mantle, 
which  could  be  looped  back  on  the  right  side  in 
order  to  leave  the  sword  arm  free,  was  adopted 
as  their  habit,  and,  in  1147,  the  Red  Cross  as  a 
badge,  it  being  the  symbol  of  martyrdom.  The 
armour  was  chain  mail,  a  white  coif  was  worn  on 
the  head  with  a  cap  of  red  cloth  over  it,  and,  in 
the  field,  an  iron  helmet. 

The  Order  was  founded  in  England  by 
Hugh  de  Payens,  who  visited  this  country  for 
the  purpose  in  1128,  and  the  first  Preceptory  is 
said  to  have  stood  close  to  Southampton 
Buildings,  where  Southampton  House  w.-is 
formerly  situated.  The  most  perfect  relic  of 
the  Order  now  left  to  us  is  the  beautiful  Temple 
Church,  one  of  London's  greatest  architectural 
treasures.  The  round  part  of  this  Church  was 
consecrated  by  Heraclius,  Patriarch  of  Jerusalem, 
in  1187,  the  oblong  portion — now  the  Nave- 
being  dedicated  in  1240.  A  curious  explanation 
of  the  circular  form  of  the  Templar  Churches  is 
that,  when  on  a  campaign,  they  always  carried 


with  them  a  round  tent  which  they  used  as  a 
portable  Chapel,  and  that  they  afterwards  pre- 
served the  memory  of  these  early  days  in  the 
shape  of  their  Churches.  However,  there  was 
probably  another  and  more  esoteric  reason,  as  I 
think  was  also  the  case  with  regard  to  the 
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meaning  usually  attached  to  the  famous  "  Beau 
Seant,"  or  black  and  white  banner,  commonly 
understood  to  signify  "  Fairness  to  the  friends 
of  the  Cross,  but  death  and  terror  to  its 
enemies." 

The  Templars  were  not  permitted  to  have 
their  own  Chaplains  until  1162,  when  Pope 
Alexander  III  allowed  priests  not  bound  by 
previous  obligations  to  be  admitted,  while 
Esquires  and  Serving  Brothers  were  added  later. 

The  story  of  the  Templars,  almost  up  to 
the  time  of  de  Molay's  death,  is  the  story  of  the 
Crusades ;  and  sluggish  indeed  must  be  his 
blood  and  poor  his  imagination  who  is  not 
stirred  by  the  record  which  these  valiant 
Knights  of  the  Cross  have  left  behind  them, 
their  courage  extorting  the  admiration  of  their 
equally  gallant  foes.  Speaking  of  the  bravery 
of  the  Templars  at  the  fatal  battle  of  Tiberias 
in  1187,  where  the  Knights  led  the  attack,  an 
Arabian  historian  says  : — "Never  have  I  seen  a 
bolder  or  more  powerful  army,  nor  one  more  to 
be  feared  by  the  believers  in  the  true  faith," 
and  another  likens  the  terrific  charges  of  the 


Knights  to  "  The  lightning  of  Allah  which  no 
man  may  withstand."  In  the  course  of  time  the 
Saracens  gained  such  confidence  in  the  honour 
of  the  Order,  that  on  one  occasion  they  refused 
to  treat  as  to  terms  unless  the  Grand  Master 
would  personally  guarantee  that  the  Com- 
manders of  the  crusading  army  would  keep 
faith  when  once  an  agreement  was  entered  into. 
Let  us,  however,  pass  on. 

The  enthusiasm  of  Christendom  gradually 
cooled  in  spite  of  constant  appeals  from  the 
Masters  of  the  Temple  and  Hospital.  Practi- 
cally the  fall  of  Jerusalem  took  place  in 
1244,  when  it  was  taken  by  the  Carizmians, 
a  fierce  Tartar  tribe,  who  invaded  Palestine  at 
the  instigation  of  the  Sultan  of  Egypt.  In  1299 
the  Holy  City  was  held  fur  a  very  short  time, 
but,  110  help  arriving  from  Europe,  it  was  finally 
abandoned,  the  Cross  fell  before  the  victorious 
Crescent  never  to  rise  again  and  the  cradle  of 
the  Faith  was  lost  to  Christendom,  the  Templars 
being  shortly  afterwards  driven  out  of  Palestine. 

We  now  come  to  the  dark  page  which 
closes  the  history  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple  as 
originally  constituted.  Jaques  Bernhard  de 
Molay,  of  the  family  of  the  Lords  of  Longvic  in 
Burgundy,  formerly  Grand  Preceptor  of  England 
and  the  last  of  the  historical  Grand  Masters, 
was  elected  to  that  office  shortly  after  the  fall 
of  Acre  in  1291.  The  Templars  had  now 


attained  to  a  position  of  great  power  and 
influence  in  most  European  countries,  and,  as 
has  been  the  case  with  other  organisations,  had 
very  probably  given  way  to  pride  and  arrogance, 
thereby  creating  many  enemies,  foremost  among 
whom  was  the  French  King,  Philip  the  Fair, 
at  that  time  the  unworthy  occupant  of  the 
throne  of  St.  Louis. 

The  true  story  of  the  fall  of  the  Order  has 
yet  to  be  written  ;  but  though  this  was  directly 
effected  by  the  edicts  of  Pope  Clement  V, 
formerly  Archbishop  of  Bordeaux,  there  can  be 
little  room  for  doubt  that  the  real  cause  was  the 
cupidity  of  Philip,  who  had  long  desired  to  lay 
hands  on  the  wealth  of  the  Temple.  As  to  the 
arguments  he  used  to  influence  the  Pope,  we 
know  nothing  with  certainty,  though  tradition 
has  much  to  say  on  the  subject ;  but  that  Philip 
was  the  main  cause  of  the  ruin  of  the  Order  is 
morally  certain,  and  therefore,  whether  we  are 
in  truth  the  descendants  of  the  ancient  Knights 
or  only  their  spiritual  heirs,  will  his  name  ever 
be  execrated  among  all  true  Brethren  of  the 
Temple.  Lured  from  Cyprus  in  1307  under 
promise  of  safe  conduct  and  on  the  pretext  of 
conferring  as  to  another  Crusade,  de  Molay  was 
seized,  together  with  most  of  the  French 
Brethren,  and,  after  years  of  imprisonment  and 
a  trial  in  the  course  of  which  the  vilest  and 
most  unheard  of  accusations  were  brought 
against  them,  supported  by  confessions  wrung 
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from  unhappy  Knights  by  horrible  tortures,  the 
Order  was  abolished  by  Papal  decree  in  1312, 
and  the  Grand  Master,  with  Guy,  Prior  of 
Normandy,  were  burnt  alive  over  slow  charcoal 
fires  on  the  12th  of  May,  1313,  near  the  site  of 
the  statue  of  Henri  IV,  where  the  Pont  Neuf 
crosses  the  little  island  on  the  Seine. 

Numbers  of  Templars  shared  the  fate  of 
their  Grand  Master,  while  others  confessed 
under  torture  what  was  required  of  them  and, 
in  those  cases  where  the  extorted  confessions 
were  not  afterwards  repudiated,  were  pardoned 
and  reconciled  to  the  Church.  The  Grand 
Master  of  the  Hospitallers  was  summoned  with 
de  Molay  but  refused  to  attend,  which  was 
probably  at  that  time  the  wisest  course  to  adopt 
for  his  own  safety  and  that  of  his  Order.  Later, 
however,  the  largest  share  of  the  Temple  lands 
was  given  to  the  Knights  of  the  Hospital.  In 
obedience  to  the  Pope's  edicts  the  persecution 
spread  through  Europe,  though  with  differing 
intensity.  In  Portugal,  as  we  shall  see  later, 
though  the  Templars  were  disbanded  they 
survived  under  a  new  name — the  Order  of 
Christ,  which  still  exists.  The  alleged  survival 
in  Austria  I  will  also  deal  with  further  on,  and 
in  Scotland  there  was  practically  no  persecution 
at  all. 

Thus — at  least  in  its  original  form — passes 
out   of  history  one  of  the  greatest  Orders  of 
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Chivalry  the  world  has  ever  known  :  an  Order 
to  which  Christendom  owes  a  heavy  debt  of 
gratitude,  whose  valiant  deeds  have  long  been 
the  theme  of  story  and  song,  and  round  whose 
name  still  clings  an  atmosphere  of  romance 
second  only  to  that  associated  with  the  Knights 
of  Arthur's  Round  Table  and  the  quest  of  the 
Holy  Grail. 

As  to  the  charges  brought  against  the 
Templars,  they  have  been  met  by  those  far 
better  able  to  defend  the  Order  than  I  am  ;  but 
I  think  we  may  at  least  all  agree  that  confessions 
extorted  by  torture  or  made  by  apostate  Knights 
are  utterly  untrustworthy  evidence.  On  one 
charge — that  of  heresy — there  may  be  some 
room  for  doubt,  as  there  is  sufficient  evidence 
in  the  way  of  tradition  to  render  two  points 
probable. 

First,  that  a  secret  form  of  reception 
existed,  and  secondly  that  the  Templars  during 
their  stay  in  Palestine  may  have  gained  a 
knowledge  of  some  one  or  other  of  the  secret 
mystical  societies  which  existed  and  still  exist 
in  the  East,  and  that  this  may  have  been 
preserved  by  them. 

It  is  impossible  to  deal  with  this  most 
interesting  subject  here,  but  certain  curious 
facts  are  within  my  own  personal  knowledge, 
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Mud  I  anticipate  that  before  long  more  light 
will  be  thrown  on  the  matter  by  the  researches 
of  our  learned  Brother,  Ladislas  de  Malczovich. 


It  now  remains  to  take  a  glance  at  some  of 
the  various  theories  which  have  been  advanced 
to  prove  that  the  Brotherhood  of  the  Temple 
did  not  become  extinct  with  the  death  of 
Jaques  de  Molay,  but  that  it  has  been  handed 
down  to  our  own  time?.  We  will  first  notice 
the  two  historic  Orders  existing  in  the  present 
day,  through  which  it  has  been  claimed  that 
the  Temple  continuity  has  been  preserved. 


In  1190  certain  merchants  of  Bremen 
;ind  Lubeck  erected  a  hospital  for  wounded 
Christians  before  Acre,  which  was,  in  a  sense,  a 
continuation  of  a  German  hospital  in  Jerusalem 
dating  from  1128.  The  new  hospital  was  con- 
stituted as  a  Monastic  Order,  aad  confirmed  by 
Papal  authority  in  1191.  In  1197  it  became  a 
Knightly  Order  with  a  rule  somewhat  similar 
to  that  of  the  Hospitallers  of  S.  John,  the  habit 
being  a  white  mantle  with  a  black  Cross,  and 
thus  the  Order  of  Teutonic  Knights  was 
founded.  At  the  time  of  the  suppression 
of  the  Templars,  the  greater  part  of  the 
possessions  of  the  Order  in  Germany  fell  to  the 
Hospitallers,  but  a  portion  was  given  to  the 
Teutonic  Knights. 
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It  has  been  confidently  stated  that  the 
Order  of  the  Temple  in  Germany  was  absorbed 
into  that  of  the  Teutonic  Knights  in  a  manner 
somewhat  similar  to  that  adopted  in  Portugal ; 
but  I  have  excellent  authority  for  saying  that 
no  official  record  has  as  yet  been  discovered  of 
a  German  Templar  having  joined  the  Teutonic 
Order,  and  there  is  documentary  evidence  in  a 
single  case  only  of  one  having  entered  the 
Order  of  St.  John.  For  the  present,  therefore, 
we  have  tradition  only  on  which  to  rely  as  to  a 
Templar  survival  in  Austria.  It  has  been  held 
by  certain"  authorities  that  the  Teutonic  Order 
was  destroyed  by  Napoleon  in  1809,  and  that  the 
present  Order  is  only  a  revival  dating  from  1840; 
but  this  is  not  the  case.  Two  Bailiwicks  out  of 
the  twelve  into  which  the  Order  was  divided  were 
left  in  Austria,  and  by  Article  XII  of  the  Treaty 
concluded  at  Pressburg  between  the  Emperor 
Francis  I  and  Napoleon  in  1  805,  the  dignity  of 
Grand  Master  passed  to  the  House  of  Austria 
(Hapsburg  Lorraine),  and  became  hereditary  in 
that  family,  though  the  Emperor  Francis  did 
not  avail  himself  of  his  right.  All  the  posses- 
sions of  the  Order  are,  however,  an  Imperial  fief 
bestowed  upon  it  by  each  succeeding  Emperor, 
and,  in  case  it  should  cease  to  exist,  they  would 
revert  to  the  House  of  Austria.  This  illustrious 
and  ancient  Order  is  of  great  interest,  and  I  can 
only  regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover 
any  historical  confirmation  of  the  Templar  tradi- 
tion regarding  it. 
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With  regard  to  the  Order  of  Christ  in 
Portugal  we  are  on  far  surer  ground,  for  it 
absolutely  is  that  of  the  Temple  simply  trans- 
formed in  name  by  the  King  of  Portugal,  and 
it  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  we  have, 
to  my  own  personal  knowledge,  at  least  one 
member  of  this  Order  in  our  own. 


While  the  persecution  of  the  Templars  was 
in  progress,  the  Commission  appointed  to  enquire 
in  Portugal  into  the  truth  of  the  charges  brought 
against  them,  appears  to  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  latter  were  without  foundation. 

In  obedience,  however,  to  the  Bull  of 
Clement  V  the  Knights  were  disbanded,  but 
in  1318  the  Order  of  Christ  was  instituted  by 
King  Denis  and  confirmed  by  the  Bull  of  Pope 
John  XXII,  dated  14th  March,  1319,  and  into 
this  the  Order  of  the  Temple  was  absorbed. 
Now  the  Templars  were  suppressed  in  1312, 
Jaques  de  Molay's  death  taking  place  in  1313, 
while  the  Order  of  Christ  was  not  instituted 
until  1318  ;  but  the  Portuguese  records  state 
that  its  first  seat  was  Castro  Marino,  whence  it 
passed  in  1317 — a  year  before  the  date  given  as 
that  of  official  institution — to  Thomar,  a  Monas- 
tery of  the  Templars,  and  from  this  we  may  fairly 
assume  that  the  Order  was  practically  founded 
long  before  it  was  officially  confirmed,  and  pro- 
bably immediately  on  the  suppression  of  the 
Temple.  The  first  Master  was  D.  Gil  Martins, 
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and  succeeding  Masters  made  new  constitutions 
and  alterations  which  were  confirmed  by  the 
Abbot  of  Alcobaga,  the  "  Visitador "  and  re- 
former of  the  Order. 

The  Order  of  Christ  has  had  its  own 
troubles  to  face,  for,  by  a  Bull  of  Pope  Paul  III, 
it  was  expelled  in  L542,  though  subsequently 
restored.  The  Grand  Mastership  was  transfer- 
red by  Pope  Julius  III  into  the  hands  of  the 
Crown,  where  it  still  remains,  and  Membership 
is  now  generally  conferred  for  political  or  civil 
services. 

For  much  of  the  information  that  I  have 
here  been  able  to  give,  I  am  indebted  to  the 
courtesy  of  the  Marquis  de  Several,  G.C.M.G., 
Portuguese  Ambassador  to  this  country,  and 
Senhor  J.  daCamara  Manoel,  C.V.O.,  Councillor 
to  the  Embassy. 

Turning  to  the  survivals  founded  mainly 
on  tradition,  we  find  a  body  which  is  first 
heard  of  in  France  about  the  year  1705,  pro- 
fessing to  be  the  true  Order  of  the  Temple  with 
an  unbroken  list  of  Grand  Masters  from  the  time 
of  Jaques  de  Molay,  and  which  appears  to  have 
had  a  Priory  in  Liverpool  in  1830.  The  docu- 
ment on  which  this  Order  based  its  claims  is 
known  as  the  Charter  of  Larmenius,  and  is 
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regarded  by  most  authorit:  -  spurious. 
Findel  considers  that  it  was  forged  between 
1776  and  1792,  but  as  the  document  itself  has 
not,  apparently,  been  seen  by  any  of  its  critics, 
perhaps  we  need  not  consider  their  judgment  as 
absolutely  final.  At  some  future  time  I  may 
have  the  opportunity  of  dealing  more  fully  with 
this  Order  ;  but  at  present  it  will  be  sufficient 
to  say  that,  according  to  its  tradition,  Jaques  de 
Molay,  forseeing  his  end,  invested  John  Mark 
Larmenius  as  his  successor,  and  that  the  latter 
transferred  the  sovereign  power  to  Theobald  of 
Alexandria  in  1324,  giving  him  a  Charter  of 
transmission.  Appended  to  the  Charter  were 
what  purported  to  be  the  signatures  of  subse- 
quent Grand  Masters,  including  those  of 
Bertrand  de  Guesclin,  Constable  of  France,  and 
three  of  the  Bourbon  Princes.  The  Order  was 
Roman  Catholic  and  not  in  any  sense  Masonic 
until  the  commencement  of  the  19th  century 
when  it  appears  to  have  become  connected  with 
a  body  known  as  "  Knights  of  the  East." 
Attempts  were  made  to  obtain  recognition  from 
the  Order  of  Christ,  but  without  success.  These 
French  Templars  were  in  existence  about  twentv 
years  ago,  but  whether  they  are  so  at  the 
present  time  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
ascertain. 

We  will  now  consider  the  Scottish  tradition, 
which  is  of  special  interest  to  us  as  it  is  one  of 
the  attempts  to  connect  our  own  Order  with  the 
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ancient  Templars,  For  my  own  part  I  have  for 
long  believed  that  if  continuity  is  ever  proved  it 
will  be  through  researches  made  in  Scotland,  and 
documents  which  may  possibly  come  to  light 
there. 


One  of  the  oldest  and  most  persistent  tra- 
ditions is  that  a  remnant  of  the  Templars  escaped 
to  Scotland,  and  this  idea  is  used  by  Werner  in 
his  "Brethren  of  the  Cross  "  —a  work  which, 
together  with  "  The  Templars  in  Cyprus,"  should, 
I  think,  be  better  known.  These  books  are 
written  in  the  guise  of  fiction,  but  they  show 
distinct  signs  of  knowledge  and  of  being  put 
forward  with  a  purpose,  and  there  is  a  strong 
probability  that  Werner  had  opportunities  for 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  traditions  on  the 
subject  preserved  in  Continental  secret  Orders. 
This  author  subsequently  became  a  Catholic 
priest,  and  died  in  1823. 

Returning  to  the  Scottish  tradition,  I  cannot 
do  better  than  quote  from  the  introductory  notice 
to  the  Statutes  of  the  United  Orders  of  the 
Temple  and  Hospital.  Here  we  find  it  stated 
that  in  1309  Walter  de  Clifton  was  Grand  Pre- 
ceptor, and  afterwards  became  Grand  Master. 
The  Templars  are  said  to  have  joined  the 
standard  of  the  Bruce  and  fought  at  Bannock- 
burn,  which  is  not  unlikely,  as  they  would  have 
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had  no  special  love  for  England  where  their 
Brethren  had  suffered  persecution  ;iu<l  spoliation 
which,  as  I  have  said  before,  was  not  the  case  in 
Scotland.  The  Templars  are  mentioned  in  two 
charters,  one  dated  1340  and  the  other  about  a 
century  later,  and  though  no  documentary  proof 
appears  to  exist  of  the  reported  union  1  jet  ween 
the  Temple  and  Hospital  in  the  reign  of  James 
IV,  the  fact  would  seem  to  be  indicated  by  the 
charter  dated  19th  October,  1488,  confirming 
grants  of  lands  to  the  Knights  of  the  Temple 
and  St.  John. 


After  the  Act  of  1560  prohibiting  all 
allegiance  to  Rome,  Sir  William  Sandilands, 
Preceptor  of  Torphichen  and  successor  to  Sir 
Walter  Lindsay,  Master  of  the  Temple,  relin- 
quished the  territories  of  both  Orders  to  the 
State,  these  being  subsequently  made- over  to 
him  together  with  the  Lordship  of  Torphichen 
for  a  certain  payment.  The  Knights  then 
drew  off  in  a  body  under  David  Seton.  Grand 
Prior.  From  1560  to  1745  we  have  nothing 
definite  save  a  statement  by  the  Abbe  Calinet 
that  David  Graham  gave  him  the  Grand  Cross 
of  the  Order  worn  by  his  gallant  brother  at 
Killiecrankie  in  1689  ;  a  letter  dated  30th 
September,  1745,  also  is  said  to  exist — though 
it  is  not  stated  where — to  the  effect  that 
Charles  Edward  Stewart  was  received  into  the 
Order  in  a  Priory  in  the  North  of  Scotland. 
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The  young  Prince  became  Grand  Mastei 
and  was  succeeded  by  John  Oliphant,  who 
died  in  1795.  We  are  all  acquainted  with  the 
theory  which  has  been  advanced  that  shortly 
after  the  suppression  of  the  Templar  Order  the 
Knights  sought  refuge  among  the  Freemasons, 
and  that  the  mystical  symbolism  with  which 
Masonry  is  saturated  was  introduced  by  them. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  examine  this  interest- 
ing theory  here,  but  I  may  say  that  the  idea 
of  Knights — most  of  them  of  high  rank — 
associating  themselves  with  and  permitting 
their  Order  to  be  absorbed  by  operative  crafts- 
men does  not  commend  itself  to  me  as  being  at 
all  probable.  However,  about  the  latter  part 
of  the  18th  century,  when  our  Order  as  we  at 
present  know  it  begins  to  emerge  from  the 
region  of  tradition,  there  is  no  doubt  whatever 
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that  there  were  Masonic  bodies  calling  themselves 
Templars,  and  others  which  had  no  connection 
with  Freemasonry.  The  subject  is  obscure  and 
difficult  to  disentangle  ;  but  it  is  very  certain 
that  in  1808  Alexander  Deuchar  was  elected 
Chief  of  the  Edinburgh  Templars.  Whether 
this  body  was  descended  from  that  of  which 
Prince  Charles  Edward  is  said  to  have  been 
Grand  Master  is  doubtful,  but,  from  this  point 
—or  in  England  rather  earlier — the  history  of 
the  modern  Order  is  clear. 

In    1811    the    Duke   of   Kent   granted   a 
Charter  of  Constitution  dated  June  19th,  and 
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became  Patron  of  the  Order.  In  later  times  a 
Convention  was  made  with  the  English  and 
Irish  Templar  bodies. 

In  Ireland,  the  time  at  which  the  Orders 
of  the  Temple  and  of  Malta  were  introduced  is 
most  uncertain,  but  in  1780  they  both  appear 
to  have  been  worked  in  Masonic  Lodges,  and, 
as  the  Irish  Templars  held  that  the  right  to 
confer  Knighthood  was  possessed  by  each 
Knight  individually  in  the  ancient  Order,  they 
also  claimed  it.  The  "  Supreme  Grand  Encamp- 
ment "  was  formed  in  1836,  though  Templars 
and  Knights  of  Malta  were  made  in  Craft 
Lodges  after  that  date,  and  Cameron  in  his 
"  Chivalric  Freemasonry "  tells  us  that  this 
practice  only  definitely  ceased  after  the 
establishment  of  Great  Priorv. 


In  England,  the  earliest  record  of  the 
Templar  rank  having  been  conferred  is  in  1778, 
as  stated  by  Howell  in  his  "  History  of  the 
Phoenix  Lodge."  The  Baldwin  Preceptory 
claims  to  have  existed  from  "Time  Immemorial," 
though  so  far  as  I  am  aware  its  oldest  document 
is  only  dated  1780.  This  of  course  proves 
nothing,  for  if,  in  a  study  of  this  kind,  we  will 
accept  nothing  but  documentary  evidence  as 
proof  of  antiquity,  and  entirely  reject  tradition, 
we  shall  never  prove  it  at  all. 
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Until  comparatively .  recent  times  the 
Baldwin  maintained  its  right  to  confer  the 
Rose  Croix  and  Kadosh  degrees,  now  forming 
part  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  system  under 
the  Supreme  Grand  Council  33°. 

It  has  been  held  that  these  grades  origin- 
ally formed  part  of  the  Templar  initiation,  and 
this  view  is  very  probably  correct  for  reasons 
which  will  commend  themselves  to  Templars 
who  are  also  members  of  the  18°  and  30°. 

Grand  Conclave  was  founded  in  1791,  with 
Thomas  Dunckerley  as  first  Grand  Master,  and 
from  that  time  to  the  present  our  list  of  Grand 
Masters  is  complete.  Grand  Conclave  was 
succeeded  by  the  National  Great  Priory,  then  a 
component  part  of  Convent  General,  which  in 
turn  was  abolished  in  1895,  giving  place  to  the 
present  Great  Priory  of  England. 

I  have  here  endeavoured  to  offer  a  slight 
introduction  to  the  study  of  the  History  of  the 
Temple,  and  an  indication — I  hope  fairly  stated 
—of  the  lines  on  which  proof  of  continuity  has 
hitherto  been  attempted. 

To  those  who  are  inclined  to  go  further,  I 
would  recommend,  to  commence  with,  Addison's 
admirable  "  History  of  the  Knights  Templar," 
from  which  I  have  largely  quoted  in  the 
earlier  part  of  this  essay  ;  "Military  Religious 
Orders  of  the  Middle  Ages,"  by  Woodhouse  ; 
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"  History  of  the  Assassins,"  by  Hammer-Purg- 
stall;  Hughans  "History  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,"  and  Findel's"  History  of  Freemasonry." 
Of  the  defects  of  my  attempt  I  am  very  con- 
scious, but  I  have  at  least  brought  to  my  task 
a  sincere  love  for  our  Order,  and  a  lifelong 
appreciation  of  the  beauty  and  value  of  the 
Chivalric  Ideal.  If,  therefore,  I  may  be  the 
means  of  inducing  any  of  my  Brethren  who 
have  not  yet  done  so  to  enter  on  this  study,  1 
shall  be  most  amply  rewarded. 

Brethren  : — 

"  The  Knights  are  dust, 

"  And  their  good  swords  are  rust, 

"  And  their  souls  are  with  the  Saints  we  trust." 

But  the  Order  of  the  Temple  still  lives  and 
irlll  live,  for  noble  ideals  are  deathless.  It  may 
chance  that  we  shall  never  be  able  to  offer 
historical  proof  of  our  descent  ;  but,  if  the  spirit 
which  animated  those  valiant  Knights  of  the 
Cross  and  caused  them  to  give  their  lives  for  an 
idea  nearly  eight  centuries  ago  shall  once  more 
live  in  us,  then  are  we  in  a  very  real  sense  their 
true  heirs  and  successors. 

The  Crescent  wanes  :  the  Cross — glorious 
symbol  of  that  Faith  which  contains  the  Divine 
message  to  our  race— sheds  its  radiance  over 
the  whole  earth,  and  the  signs  of  the  times 
even  point  to  the  possibility  that  the  Holy 
Places  may  once  more  fall  into  Christian  hands, 
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though  not  now  with  the  .aid  of  the  sword  of 
the  Temple.  For  us — our  armour  has  gone  and 
our  swords  are  hardly  more  than  symbols  ;  but 
the  white  habit  and  the  Red  Cross  still  bear 
witness  to  that  which  each  of  us  who  is  capable 
of  grasping  the  meaning  of  our  Order  has  taken 
upon  himself.  So  that,  even  now,  where  there 
is  wrong  to  set  right,  truth  to  defend  or  the 
oppressed  to  free,  the  Templar's  Crusade  is 
before  him,  and  thus  will  the  "  PAUPERES 
COMMILITONES  CHRISTI  ET  TEMPLI 
SALOMONIS  "  live  again  in  us,  and  we  in  deed 
and  truth  be  "  Brethren  of  the  Temple."  For, 
when  we  call  to  mind  the  perfect  ideal  of 
Knightly  Chivalry  set  before  us  at  each  meeting 
of  a  Preceptory,  I  think  we  cannot  fail  to 
perceive  in  our  Order  a  potential  force  on  earth 
for  good  second  only  to  the  Church  Universal. 
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[Entered  at  Stationers'  Hall.] 
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